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Sir: 



GROUP 3600 



Please find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a) (1), the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 which contains a list of patents, publications, or 
other items that have come to the attention of one or more of the 
individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). Applicant 
respectfully invokes the Patent Office's obligation under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97 to consider these references and make them of record in the 
above -captioned application. While no representation is made that 
any of these references may be "prior art" within the meaning of 
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that term under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103, the enclosed list of 
references is disclosed so as to fully comply with the duty of 
disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific 
search of office files or patent office records has been conducted 
or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believes that the references listed, together with any other 
references which may have been previously cited by or submitted to 
the Office, are the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its 
entirety) of which the undersigned is presently aware, and no art 
which is closer to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) 
has been knowingly withheld. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, a copy of each 
listed reference (or relevant portion thereof) which was not 
previously submitted to, or cited by, the Patent Office is also 
enclosed. 

Statement of Relevance of References Listed 
Unaccompanied by English Translation 
Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.98(a)(3) 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), the following 
concise explanation of the relevance of each listed reference not 
in the English language or unaccompanied by a translation into 
English is provided. 

0 334 299 Al - A crampon consisting of at least one frame 
with longitudinal and transverse supports, on which frontal 
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and/or vertical spikes are arranged, as well as fastening means 
for fastening the crampon to the climbing boot or the ski boot, 
is characterized in that at least a part of the frame parts 
extending in the longitudinal direction and with essentially 
rectangular cross- section is inclined along their longitudinal 
axis by an angle (alpha) from the essentially horizontal plane 
which is formed by the frame parts. By this arrangement, 
increased bending strength is achieved in both main loading 
directions and at the same time the main loads are reduced by the 
bending int hose cross-sections of the longitudinal supports 
provided with assembly bores . 

0 579 975 Bl - A climbing and braking aid for skis, having 
a base plate for mounting on the upper side of a ski and a pivot 
mount which is arranged thereon and in which two one-sided pivot 
levers are mounted such that they can be pivoted and latched in 
a pivot position, and having a two-sided lever which is arranged 
pivotably on the base plate in a further pivot mount and of which 
one free end can be latched into a latching notch by means of a 
latching lug, the two levers being in operative connection with 
spring elements for restoring them, characterized in that the two 
one-sided pivot levers are connected fixedly to one another via 
at least one intermediate piece which exhibits a planar surface 
on its upper side, at least one intermediate piece exhibiting a 
latching notch for the latching lug and at least one intermediate 
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piece exhibiting a stop surface for abutment against the base 
plate in the initial position of the one-sided pivot levers, the 
two-sided lever also exhibiting a planar surface on its upper 
side . 

61-118441 - Discloses a nowax material for a ski, exhibiting 

excellent antislip effect and is effective to reduce the 

difficulty in advancing on the ski caused by the adhesion of snow 

and the noise generated in skiing, by kneading a synthetic. 

rubber, a high- impact polystyrene, silica, and fibrous floe in 

molten state, and applying the sheet of the kneaded material to 

the sliding surface of a ski. 

Statement of Cumulative References 
Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.98(c) 

The following listed reference is enclosed but is believed 
to be substantively cumulative of the U.S. Patent No. 5,591,509 
reference : 

0 492 498 Bl EP 



Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment 



to Deposit Account No. 50-0836 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Grant R. Clayton 

Attorney Registration No. 32,462 
Attorney for Applicant 
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